
Toronto350.org planning meeting minutes: 2015-02-10 
 
Present: Katie, Tina, Emmay, Tresanne, Graham, Ben, Sam, Amelia-Rose, Stuart, 
Farrah, Sophia, Brian, Ryan, Rachel, Leila, Amanda, Barbara, Jade, Cam 
Chair: Katie 
Minutes: Sophia 
 

Introductions and welcome/Climate Reports  
-­‐ UBC divestment campaign moving along well 
-­‐ Bad article in WSJ about “Why Divestment is Bad”, funded by 

Independent Petroleum Producers Association.   
-­‐ Rachel and Leila new members from UofT group 

 

Debriefs   
o Winning this Winter 

§ Stuart: Focused on campaign strategies but may require 
another session for overall group strategy… minutes from that 
meeting are pending. 

o Banner Making 
§ Session on Sunday for Divestment Day Action (Feb. 13), about 

20 people there.  Brian did a lot (bringing materials, etc) 
o App Party #1 

§ Ben: Great turnout, managed to crash NEB website.  Will need 
volunteers for other application parties.   

 

Campaign updates  
 

Pipelines-Energy East – Ben and Katie 
à First application party on Friday was a great success. 
à For next parties:  need door greeter, better job at integrating new people, give 
time for food, ask people to invite family and friends.   
à 10 more parties scheduled for this month 
à Anyone interested in attending and helping out. 
à Katie requested volunteer to update 350 website on Line 9: Tresanne volunteered 

Divest U of T- Graham and Sam 
à Lot of experts have been contacted and are engaged 
à Faculty Association very on board 
à Sending large email out to Professors, etc. 
à Delivering ‘Divestment’ Valentines this week to Faculty and Admin. 
 
 
 
 



Step-Up Canada-Emmay 
à  Next training on 14 Feb at Centre for Social Innovation (720 Bathurst St.) with 
potential start time of 18h.  Good as a refresher and introduction for newcomers, get 
in touch with Kai or Emmay if interested.   
à Also need more youth involved if anyone has any contacts or works with 
youth get in contact with Emmay. 
à Stepupcanada.ca potential new website url 

Divest All the Things-Amelia-Rose 
à Banner making session with Amelia-Rose and Brian, made a ‘kick-ass’ banner.   
à Rally on Global Divestment Day at Yonge + Finch (Ontario Teachers 
Pension Plan HQ) at 13h   
à Looking for ALL TEACHERS to come out.  Falls on a PD day, so teachers can 
join in along with retired teachers.   

Fossil Free Futures-Tina 
àQuestions are set, now looking to find people to interview.  Tina will interview Tim 
Nash, and share results.  Someone also volunteered to write personal blog-post on 
divestment, anyone else interested should contact Tina  

Major proposals and Announcements 
 

• Should board members have same membership requirements as regular 
members for voting?  

o Board wants to be automatically considered voting members of group 
o Requirement is to come to 2 meetings and fill out survey once a year 

(not always feasible for out-of-town members) 
o Board meets quarterly 
o Graham: They ARE voted in and our voting requirements are rather 

stringent anyway 
o VOTE on adding caveat to voting requirements that Board is 

automatically considered (Seconded by Graham) FOR 12 
AGAINST 0 ABSTAIN 1 (PASSED) 

• T-shirts: Do we want to order more?  
o Email survey was sent out about T-Shirts (Stylish, Organic, or both) 

Organic = $5 Fitted = $3-$4 Organic AND Fitted = $10 
o Maybe just be more discretionary on giving out Tshirts and get the 

Luxury Tshirts? 
o VOTE on budgeting $600 (max) for Tshirts (Seconded by Brian) 

FOR: 14 AGAINST: 0 ABSTAIN: 2 (PASSED) 
o Need to form a ‘Fashion Committee” (Leila, Rachel, Jade, Ben 

volunteered) to decide most fashionable, yet ethical and economical, 
options for Tshirts 

• Creative Director election will take place next meeting (Feb. 17).  No one 
expressed interest at the meeting 

• Acknowledging the land we share  
o Farah: Land acknowledgements are important for supporting the 

overall ethics and goals for our group, especially re; indigenous 



peoples and their role in environmental issues and our solidarity with 
them 

o “We are treaty people” to acknowledge both parties, but can be a bit 
contentious considering historical perspective. 

o Important to be general about ‘indigenous people’ as Toronto is a bit 
disputed 

o Amelia Rose suggested asking Heather from board about advice on 
developing an acknowledgement that is suitable for all…but she is 
from Winnipeg 

o Wampum teaching would be good to include as it recognizes 
sovereignty 

o Farah will add to pre-existing rhyming couplet and pass it along 
for review 

• Announcement:  
o We have storage space. Ben has access, and can grant it to others. 

(contact Stu when Ben is away) 
o Located at Trinity St. Paul’s church 
o Use Quartermaster sheet to keep track of what’s going in and out 
o Will work on getting access to others 

• Vote on Budgeting $800 to Energy East Application Parties for food and 
refreshments will take place at 17 February meeting. 

 

Event and other announcements 
 

• Events: 
o City Council Subcommittee on CC March 2nd, City Hall Council 

Chambers, 7pm. Sylvia, Lyn and Emmay are on a committee to 
organize deputations. Flyer: http://cl.ly/image/3v3S081D2V3r 

§ Aim is to get all Departments to work through a ‘Climate 
Change’ lens. 

§ Major opportunity for affecting change in City. 
§ March meeting is very important to show that citizens support 

this initiative want diverse group of people to come 
o Tools for Change 

§ Campaign Planning 101 on Feb 12th 
§ Taking Ourselves Seriously: Developing Strategy for Social 

Transformation on Feb 25th 
§ Theatre of the Oppressed coming soon (very limited space) 
§ Canadian Oil Sands Narrative: Does the Media Provide 

Balanced Coverage of Energy Issues in Canada? Thursday, 
Feb. 12 6PM 

§ Passion for the Planet--Saturday, Feb. 14 12-3 PM-3030 
Dundas W. FamiliesAgainstClimateChange.ca 

Next meeting 
Chair: Stuart 
Minutes: Jade 



VolOper: Tresanne 
Climate Reporter: 
Location: Same as always 


